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Muskegon Comb got a preview 
of election year excitement in mid- 
January, with the earlie--usual 
presidential primary and a visit by 
U.S. Sen. John McCain the evening 
before the election. 

But the early presidential hoop 
%la was just a sampler. The new year 
promim to bring one of the most 
in- local potiticaI seasons 
in memory. 

On tap is the highly anticipated 
matchup for 91st district state rep- 
resentative ktween incumbent 
Democrat Mary Valentine and 
Republican National Commitbe 
woman Holly Hughes. 

There also will be a me con- 
gressional primary election in 
August with several Democda 
battling for the right to challenge 
longbtme U.S. Rep. Peter Hoe- 
an organized effort by a group of 
county employees to unseat all 11 
Mukegon County commissioners; 
and a suddenly intere9ting race for 
the formerly low-pmflle position of. 
Muskegon County d d n  commis 
sioner. 

Both parties will battle for the 
positions of county clerk and coun- 
ty treammr because those posts 
likely will detemine the balance 
of power on the county reappor- 
tionment board, which will redraw 
county board district lines in 2011. 

'And while it's far from certain, 
comw voters could face a ballot 
prOposd, possibly in August, seek- 
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. Of cwm the political playing 
*Id EBfarfhmsethcawcan- 
didatea for mod oe6.m have'until 
May 13 to ffle. But here's an early 
look at how things might shape up 
on the ballot this yew. 
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Most of the drama will be 
reserved for the anticipated 9lst 
State H o w  showdm between 
Valentine and Hughes. And it ought 
to be a doozy. 
The B b t  has been comddered a 

crucial swing district for years, and 
both state parties have spent big 
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